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HISTORY OF BONITA CREEK WATER COMPANY 
 

 

Arizona Corporation Commission Documents – ACC #02271665 
 

July 18, 1956 ACC - Decision No. 29758 – Louis Himelstein and Milton W. Bochat, d/b/a 

Rancho Bonita Water Company, was granted Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity (CCN) 

 

August 3, 1956 State Land Department/Water Division Application No. A-3568 by Milton 

Bochat, d/b/a Bonita Creek Water Company files “Notice of Application to 

Appropriate Water” 

 

November 13, 1961 State Land Department/Water Division Application No. A-3568 was 

rejected by Decision and Order 

 

December 9, 1965 ACC - Decision No. 38200 – Transferred the CCN to United Utilities, Inc. 

when it acquired the Rancho Bonita Water Company 

 

March 5, 1970 Salt River Project acknowledges 3.5 acres have water rights perfected by 

historic use entitled to 8.75 acre-feet/year from Bonita Creek 

 

June 8, 1972 ACC – Decision No. 42274 - United Utilities, Inc. transferred CCN to 

Putnam-Graham Properties, a general partnership and changed the name to 

d/b/a Bonita Water Company 

 

July 13, 1988 ACC – Decision No. 56048 - Bonita Water Company was an Arizona sole 

proprietorship.  ACC ordered Putnam-Graham Properties to transfer CCN to 

Bonita Water Company, an Arizona sole proprietorship. [Paragraph 15 

states, “As a further problem, [ACC] staff has determined that the security 

of BWC’s present water source is questionable due to an unresolved dispute 

with the Salt River Project concerning surface water rights claimed by the 

Company.”] 

 

June 1990 Dude Fire devastated the area and water system 

 

October 3, 1990 Original Articles of Incorporation for Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ 

Association C Corporation formed – Public Utilities Service Corporation 

ACC #02271665 

Franchise to operate a community system a/k/a Bonita Water Company 

 

December 11, 1990 CCN No. W-02195A issued to Bonita Creek Water Company transferred to 

Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association W-02195B and identified 

as ADEQ Public Water System #04-024 
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February 11, 1992 Bonita Creek Water Company [Gila County Board of Supervisors] to Bonita 

Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association 

 

November 6, 1992 Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association files with ADWR 

Application for Permit to Appropriate Public Water of the State of Arizona 

No. 3396240 [never approved – SRP objected] 

 

December 14, 1992 Salt River Project filed “Statement of Protest” with ADWR documenting 

claims back to 1893 

 

October 15, 2003 Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association – application to ACC to 

change from public service corporation to a “non-public utility service 

corporation” 

[attempt to avoid ACC jurisdiction] 

 

January 20, 2004 ACC – Decision No. 66734 – Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ 

Association is an Arizona nonprofit corporation 

 

September 3, 2005 ACC-0227166-5 Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association 

amended name to Bonita Creek Property and Preservation Association 

 

October 20, 2010 ACC-0227166-5 Bonita Creek Property & Preservation Association 

amended name to Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association 

 

October 2015 Water Rights Transfer, Water Exchange and Water Delivery and Use 

Agreement for the Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association Water 

Systems Among Salt River Valley Water Users’ Association, Salt River 

Project Agricultural Improvement and Power District and Bonita Creek 

Land and Homeowners’ Association 

Executed by SRP and Betty H. McRae for the BCLHOA, Inc. 

 

Amount 15 acre-feet/year up to 17.45 acre-feet/year 

 

June 2018 First Supplemental Water Rights Transfer, Water Exchange and Water 

Delivery and Use Agreement for the Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ 

Association Water System Among Salt River Valley Water Users’ 

Association, Salt River Project Agricultural Improvement and Power 

District, and Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association 

 

Executed by SRP and Dieter Armbruster for the BCLHOA, Inc.  

 

[Salt River Project CC Cragin Reservoir Stored Water under CWR No. 

3696.0001] 

 

March 11, 2020 Bonita Creek Land and Homeowners’ Association LLC files application 

with Arizona Department of Water Resources “Application to Sever and 
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Transfer” 15 acre-feet/17.45 acre-feet from SRP’s Certificate of Water 

Right No. 3696.0002 

 

June 26, 2020 Bonita Creek Water Company Amended and Restated Articles of 

Incorporation, is now a “cooperative” under the Arizona Nonprofit 

Corporation Act 

 








